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ANmJAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1972 


Telephone;  Dorchester  3131  The  Colliton  Clinic, 

Extension  470  Glyde  Path  Road, 

Dorchester, 

Dorset. 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Bridport 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  is  my  statutory  duty  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  of  your  district  for  the  year  1972.  Hoxvever,  since  the  Bridport 
Borough  Council,  and  with  it  the  appointment  of  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  the  Council,  will  cease  to  function  on  March  31st,  1974,  I am 
including  in  the  report  part  of  the  work  carried  out  in  1973.  The 
Registrar  General's  statistics  are  for  1972. 

Public  Health  has  long  been  a concern  of  communities  for  there  is 
much  evidence  that  civilisations  even  3»000  B.C.  knew  the  advantages  to 
health  of  good  sanitation.  Hippocrates,  the  father  of  medicine,  lectured 
his  pupils  in  460  B.C.  on  Air,  Water  and  Places,  still  in  1973  basic 
principles  of  public  health. 


Sanitary  Science  - one  might  say  - Preventive  Medicine,  began  to 
•reep  into  England  from  Europe  in  the  reign  of  King  Alfred  The  Great 
who  established  Monasteries  wherein  the  monks  were  teachers  and  physcians. 
John  Adheme  in  the  14th  century  wrote  to  physcians  advising  them  to 
cleanse  their  nails  of  filth  before  operating  on  their  patients  - and 
from  Italy  in  1550  a document  arrived  in  England  in  which  food  handlers 
were  required  to  refrain  from  coughing  and  sneezing  whilst  preparing 
food,  a not  unneoessary  warning  in  1973*  Fifteenth  century  men  began 
to  look  elsewhere  than  to  the  stars  for  the  cause  of  their  ills,  and 
history  shows  that  in  the  1 6th  century  there  was  an  awareness  of  social 
conditions. 


Infectious  disease  — Sweating  Fevers  — carried  off  enormous  numbers 
of  people.  It  was  a woman.  Lady  Mary  Montague,  who  first  began  the 
battle  to  conquer  Smallpox  with  arm  to  arm  vaccination,  although  credit 
for  the  discovery  of  vaccine  went  to  Edward  Jenner  in  1796. 

In  the  middle  of  the  19th  century  the  great  social  reformers, 
Shaftesbury  and  Chadwick,  woke  England's  conscience  to  the  insanitary 
conditions  among  the  growing  populace  removed  from  their  agricultural 
pursuits  to  industry,  and  in  1840  the  forerunner  of  your  Public  Health 
Committee  was  formed  - namely  the  Health  of  Towns  Committee.  This  was 
followed  in  1847  by  the  appointment  of  the  first  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  the  country  - to  Liverpool,  and  the  first  Public  Health  Act  appeared 
in  1848, 
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The  History  of  Public  Health  Administration  is  complicated  and  piece- 
neal.  From  the  first  public  health. act,  and  in  many  other  acts  thereafter, 
such  as  those  dealing  with  Factories  and  Children,  there  have  been 
responsibilities  for  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Through  the  years 
he  has  dealt  with  sewerage,  housing,  water  supplies,  air  pollution,  food 
hygiene,  infectious  disease,  port  health,  as  well  as  duties  in  the  Personal 
Health  Services,  some  of  these  services  having  developed  through  the 
Education  Acts,  i.e.  infant  and  maternal  welfare,  clinics  and  school 
health. 

Now  once  again  the  social  needs  of  the  countiy  are  changing,  people 
live  longer  thanks  to  medical  knowledge  and  increasing  community  care. 

The  old  epidemics  are  almost  conquered  and  technical  knowledge  is  far 
advanced.  New  disciplines  are  ready  to  take  over  much  of  the  work  of 
the  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  and  the  Town  Hall  Doctor,  as  he  is 
aaffectionately  knoim  in  many  places,  is  to  leave  Local  Authority  and 
to  work  once  again  with  a Health  Authority.  He  is  to  be  renamed  the 
Community  Physician,  but  let  us  hope  he  x^ill  still  practise  preventive 
medicine  against  the  nev;  pollutants  and  new  epidemics.  People  move 
about  the  world  freely  today.  Disease  in  one  co\mtry  can  be  carried 
quickly  to  another,  every  Public  Health  student  knows  that  "the  flea 
on  a beggar  in  Baghdad  at  breakfast  can  be  on  a nexf  host  in  London  at 
dinner" . Outbreaks  of  disease  are  few  in  Britain  due  to  the  vigilance 
of  the  Public  Health  Medical  Officers  and  their  colleagues,  the 
bacteriologists  in  the  Publi*  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

The  Registrar  General's  mid-year  population  figure  for  the 
Borough  has  risen  this  year,  although  there  were  more  deaths  than 
births.  The  Borough  Birth  Rate  is  very  high  compared  with  the 
National  Average. 

The  main  causes  of  death  remain  the  same  as  last  year,  Ischaemic 
Heart  Disease,  Cerebrovascular  Disease  and  Pneumonia  claiming  25  per 
cent  of  those  who  died  in  1972.  82  per  cent  of  all  deaths  were  in  the 

65  and  over  age  groups. 

There  has  been  little  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  1972/73. 
Infectious  disease  is  divided  into  two  groups  - notifiable  and  non- 
notifiable.  There  has  hovxever  been  a considerable  amount  of  work 
done  by  the  Department  investigating  alleged  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  disease  coming  into  the  Bridport  Borough  district  from 
other  countries,  since  certain  suspected  diseases,  endemic  in  other 
•oun tries,  are  reported  to  us  by  the  Port  Health  Authorities. 

Investigations  are  also  carried  out  when  a complaint  is  received 
from  a visitor  to  the  Borough.  These  complaints  often  arrive  after 
the  visitor  has  returned  home. 

A fairly  large  outbreak  of  Pood  Poisoning  occurred  in  the  Borough 
during  the  summer  of  1973,  hov/ever,  by  the  time  the  Department  had 
discovered  the  outbreak  it  was  too  late  to  identif;;’  the  source,  but 
the  Public  Health  Officers  nevertheless  completed  their  investigations. 
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A large  niomber  of  reported  cases  of  a non-notifiable  infectious 
disease  in  Dorset  caused  nuch  concern  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service.  125  cases  were  reported  in  the  Borough  and  of  these  50 
cases  were  put  into  a test  survey. 

A case  of  Tuberculosis  not.  arising  directly  in  the  Borough  resulted 
in  over  one  hundred'  people  from  the  Borou^  being  screened  as  a 
routine  preventive  measure. 

Reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service  has  meant  a great 
deal  of  extra  work  for  the  staff  and  after  September  1973  only 
routine  investigations  can  be  carried  out.  However,  when  the  Bridport 
Borough  Council  hands  over  to  the  West  Dorset  District  Council  on 
April  1st  1974,  providing  no  major  disasters  occur,  Bridport  Borough 
should  be  in  a fairly  healthy  condition. 

I am,  ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant 


E.  EILEEN  HODGSON 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


r 
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LOCAL  STATISTICS 


. 

..  • 1972 

1971 

Area  (in  acres) 

775 

760 

Number  of  habitable  houses 

2,502 

2,513 

Population  (mid-year  estimate  1972) 

6,510 

6,400 

Rateable  Value  (as  at  1st  April  1972) 

£300„985 

£304,173 

Sum  represented  by  1 p Rate 

£2,850 

£2,750 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

MALE  FEMALE  TOTAL 

Live  Births  (Registered) 

Live  Births  Total 

55  35 

90 

Legitimate 

48  34 

82 

Illegitimate 

7 1 

8 

Stillbirths  Total 

- 

Legitimate 

- 

- 

Illegitimate 

— — 

— 

Deaths  (Registered) 

Total  Deaths  all  ages 

65  80 

145 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1 year 

Total 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegit imate 

- - 

— 

Deaths  of  infants  \mder  4 weeks 

Total 

1 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

- - , 

- 

Deaths  of  infants  \mder  1 week 

Total 

1 • - 

1 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

Illegitimate 

■ 4 

- 

In  calculating  Birth  and  Death  Rates  area  comparahility  factors 
are  used.  This  is  the  figure  given  by  the  Registrar  General  to  correct 
irregularities  in  the  age  and  sex  structure  of  the  population  and  to 
take  into  account  any  high  mortality  due  to  the  presence  of  residential 
institutions  or  other  establishments  in  the  local  area. 


The  local  crude  rate  is  multiplied  by  the  area  comparability  factor 
to  give  a rate  comparable  with  other  parts  of  the  country. 
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The  following  figures  show  birth  and  death  rates  in  comparison 
with  the  figures  for  England  and  Wales,  that  is  the  national  figure. 


Live  Birth  Rates 

1222 

Bridport  England 
Borough  & Wales 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000 
population  (Crude  Rate) 

13.8 

14.8 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

1 .29 

1.0 

Local  Adjusted  Rate 

17.8 

14.8 

Illd^timate  live  births  as  a 
percentage  of  all  live  births 

9 

9 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1 ,000  total 
live  and  stillbirths 

12 

Death  Rate  all  ages 

Deaths  per  1 ,000  population 
(Ciude  Rate) 

22.3 

12.1 

Area  Comparability  Factor 

Local  Adjusted  Rate 

.50 

1.0 

)2.l 

Infant  Mortality  Rate 

Deaths  under  1 year  per 

1 ,000  live  births 

11 

17 

Deaths  of  legitimate  infants  under 

1 year  per  1 ,000  legitimate  live 
births 

12 

17 

Deaths  of  illegitimate  infants  \inder 

1 year  per  1 ,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

21 

Neonatal  - deaths  under  4 weeks 
per  1 ,000  live  births 

11 

12 

Early  Neonatal  - deaths  under 

1 week  per  1 ,000  total  live  births 

11 

10 

Perinatal  (Stillbirths  and  deaths 
under  1 week  combined)  per  1 ,000 
total  live  and  stillbirths 

25 

22 
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BIRTHS  MD  INFMT  TIIE  DEATHS 


Actual 

Figures 

Rate 

National 

Average 

Live  Births 

90 

17.8 

14.8 

Stillbirths 

- 

- 

12 

Deaths  under  1 year 

1 

11 

17 

Deaths  under  4 weeks 

1 

11 

12 

Deaths  under  1 week 

1 

11 

10 

Stillbirths  and  deaths  under 

1 week  - combined 

1 

25 

. 22 

COroiENTS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS 


There  was  not  enough  births  to  offset  the  number  of  deaths,  but 
the  adjusted  birth  rate  was  1 7.8  compared  to  the  National  Average  of 
14.8  and  the  Death  Rate  was  11.2  compared  to  the  National  Average  of 
12,1.  There  was  only  one  infant  death  of  the  90  live  births. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


1972  1971 


Code 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

B6(1) 

Late  Effects  of  Respiratory  T.B. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B19(l) 

Malignant  Neoplasm  Buccal  Cavity  etc 

- 

- 

1 

- 

B19(2) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus 

- 

- 

1 

1 

B19(3) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

2 

- 

1 

B19(4) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

1 

2 

2 

2 

B19(6) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

6 

4 

5 

2 

B19(7) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

u 

1 

- 

4 

B19(8) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

- 

- 

- 

B19(9) 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate 

3 

- 

1 

- 

B19(lO) 

Leukaemia 

2 

- 

- 

- 

B19(ll) 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

2 

2 

3 

6 

B21 

B46(i) 

B23 

Diabetes  Millitus  ^ 

Other  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

Anaemias 

- 

1- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

B46(2) 

Other  Diseases  of  Blood  etc. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

B46(5) 

Mental  Disorders 

- 

- 

- 

1 

B46(4) 

Multiple  Sclerosis 

- 

- 

- 

2 

B46(5) 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

1 

. -1 

B26 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

1 

2 

- • 

B27 

Hypertensive  Disease 

1 

1 

- 

- 

B28 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

17 

11 

22 

15 

B29 

Other  forEis  of  Heart  Disease 

4 

7 

- 

7 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

2 

14 

7 

18 

B46(6) 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

8 

3 

4 

B31 

Influenza 

1 

2 

- 

2 

B32 

Pnemonia 

6 

10 

8 

11 

B33(l) 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

4 

- 

1 

- 

B33(2) 

Asthma 

- 

- 

1 

- 

B46(7) 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

- 

- 

1 

B34 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

1 

1 

- 

B36 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

- 

- 

1 

1 

B38 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

- 

- 

- 
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Code 


1972  1971 

Male  Feiaale  Male  Female 


B46(8) 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  . 

1 

— 

B46(9) 

Other  Diseases  of  Genito  Urinary 
System 

— 

1 

B46(10) 

Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous 

Tissue 

1 

— 

— 

B46(11 ) 

Diseases  of  Musculo  Skeletal  System 

- 

- 

- 

- 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

- 

- 

1 

- 

B42 

Congenital  /uiomalies 

- 

- 

- 

1 

B43 

Birth  Injury,  Difficult  Labour  etc. 

1 

- 

1 

- 

B45 

Sjnaptoms  and  111  Defined  Conditions 

1 

6 

1 

6 

BE47 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

1 

- 

1 

1 

BE48 

All  Other  Accidents 

- 

3 

- 

4 

BE49 

Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

- 

- 

1 

- 

BB50 

All  Other  External  Causes 

- 

1 

1 

- 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

65 

92 

65 

82 

CAUSES  OF  DEA'TH 

Considering  the  causes  in  the  Registrar  General's  published 
statistics  it  is  interesting  to  note  that,  ten  people  died  of  I'lalignant 
Neoplasm  of  the  Lxing  and  Bronchus,  four  of  whom  were  women.  This 
demonstrates  the  national  trend  where  more  women  are  seen  to  die  from 
Carcinoma  of  Lung, 
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CONTROL  OF  COmmiCXBIE  DISEASE 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  AGAINST  WHICH  ROUTINE  imUNISATION 

IS  OFFERED 

Numbers  occurring  in  the  Borough 


Disease 

Nhooping  Cough 

Tetanus 

Measles 

Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis 


Total  Total 

'1972  1971 

3 


7 17 


The  fbllov^ing  table  shows  the  number  of  immimisations  carried 
out  in  Schools  and  Clinics  during  1972  in  the  Borough.  I am  indebted 
to  the  Department  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  these 
figures. 


T 


Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Tetanus 

Whooping 

Cough 

Measles 

Rube 11a 

P 

R 

P 

R 

P R 

P 

R 

P 

P 

120 

217 

125 

142 

126  227 

123 

52 

64 

1 

P = Primary  Course  R = Reinforcing  Dose 


Rubella  (German  Measles) 

Rubella,  although  not  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Disease 
Regulations  1968,  is  known  to  cause  handicap  in  babies  bom  to  mothers 
who  have  contacted  Rubella  in  the  first  three  months  of  pregnancy. 
Therefore  immunisation  is  offered  to  all  girls  in  their  13-1 4th  year. 
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Tuberculosis 


The  following  table  shows  the  position  for  the  year  1972: 

NuHber  of  cases  on  register  at  1 st  January  5 
New  cases  notified  during  the  year  1 
Transfers  into  area  during  the  year  - 


6 

Runber  recovered  during  the  year 

Nmber  moved  away  in  year  - 

Died  . 1 


Number  remaining  on  31  st  December  5 


B.C.G,  Immunisation  Against  Tuberculosis 

(Bacille  Calmette-Guerin) 

School  children  are  tested  routinely  at  entry  to  school  and 
again  at  the  age  of  13  years  and  immunisation  by  B.C.G.  carried  out 
accordingly.  Since  1973  Dorset  County  Council  Health  Department  have 
ceased  to  test  children  on  school  entry. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  immunisations  given  in 
the  Bridport  Borough  during  1972. 


Number  of  children  tested  1 27 

Number  of  children  vaccinated  109 
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NOTIFI/IBLS  DISE/iSES  AGAINST  IVHICH  NO 


ROUTINE  IM'IUNISATION  IS  OFFERED 
Nmbers  occurring  in  the  Borough 


Disease 


Total  Total 

1972  1971 


Dysentery- 

Scarlet  Fever  1 

Infective  Jaundi«e 

Acute  Meningitis 

Acute  encephalitis:  Infective 

Post  Infectious 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Leptospirosis 
Paratyphoid  Fever 
Typhoid  Fever 
Food  Poisoning 
Malaria 
Plague 
Cholera 
ilnthrax 
Smallpox 
Typhus  Fever 
Relapsing  Fever 
Yellow  Fever 

Scabies  (by  local  byelaw) 


During  1972  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  notified.  Notifications 
of  these  diseases  are  dependent  upon  the  General  Practitioners 
involved. 


Smallpox 

Routine  immunisation  ceased  on  15th  November  1971  but  general 
praotiti oners  carry  out  immunisation  when  requested. 

D\iring  6th  April  1973  to  13th  May  1973,  when  London  was  declared 
an  infected  area,  4,257  doses  of  vaccine  were  distributed  to  Dorset 
practitioners  and  of  these,  230  doses  were  sent  to  Bridport  area  doctors. 


13 


NOH-NOTIFIABLB  DISEilSES 


There  were  no  cases  of  impetigo  or  infestations  in  school 
children  and  no  cases  of  Brucellosis  in  farm  workers  or  animal 
handlers.  There  was  over  ten  cases  of  Glandular  Fever  and  125 
positive  reports  from  the  County  Laboratory  showing  infections 
of  Haemolytic  Streptococci. 

Glandular  Fever  • 


The  infectious  agent  in  Glandular  Fever  is  thou^t  to  be  a 
virus  which  is  carried  via  discharges'  from  the  respiratory  tract  of 
man.  It  occurs  all  over  the  world  and  can  be  seen  in  isolated  cases 
or  in  epidemics  in  Schools  and  Institutions.  There  are  no  preventive 
measxires  and  it  is  rarely  fatal. 

Haemolytic  Streptococei 

After  having  been  notified  tliat  over  40  isolations  of  a 
particular  bacteria  had  been  identified  in  this  area  it  was  decided 
to  carry  out  a survey  of  all  cases  from  whom  positive  bacteriological 
findings  had  been  obtained. 

These  bacteria  are  foimd  in  man  and  animals  and  can  invade  the 
tissues  of  susceptible  humans-  causing. -disease  in  many  forms.  liany  of 
these,  because  of  their  power  of  Haemolysing  blood,  are  called  Haemolytic 
Streptococci. 

The  number  of  samples  sent  to  the  Laboratory  is  not  a fair 
estimate  of  the  number  of  cases  in  the  district  since  not  all  General 
Practitioners  send  material  since  the  bacteria  is  very  susceptible 
to  treatment  with  antibiotics.  We  did,  however,  investigate  50  cases 
but  could  find  no  common  factor  to  enable  us  to  determine  the  source 
of  the  infection. 


■’  MILK 

197  samples  of  milk  from  dairies  were  taken  in  the  Borough  during 
1972  by  Dorset  County  Council  Health  Department.  Of  these  three  failed 
the  Methylene  Blue  test  and  none  failed  the  Brucella  Ring  Test. 


HOUSING 


Several  people  were  visited  in  the  Borough  in  connection  with 
rehousing  on  medical  grounds. 
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WATER 


Mains  Water 


46  samples  were  taken  by  the  Dorset  Water  Board  from  soiirces 
V7ithin  the  Borovgh.  When  these  samples  were  subjected  to  bacteriological 
examination  they  were  found  to  be  of  normal  chemical  character  and 
good  bacteriological  quality,  with  no  plumbo  solvent  action. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  drinking  water 

This  is  carried  out  to  demonstrate  the  presence  or  otherwise 
of  excretal  pollution  in  the  water.  It  is  accepted  that  if  organisms 
normally  excreted  by  the  intestine  are  not  found  in  the  water  it  is 
likely  that  pathogenic  organisms  are  also  absent. 

Standards  are  laid  down  (class  1 to  4)  for  drinking  water 
indicating  the  number  of  bacteria  per  100  millilitre  permissible  in 
non-chlorinated  piped  supplies. 

The  presence  of  Bacillis  Coli  (1)  (E  Coli)  in  any  water  supply 
is  indicative  of  faecal  pollution  and  the  source  of  this  pollution 
should  be  detected. 


LEAD  /iND  C.ILMEUM  IN  COOKING  UTENSILS 


Following  articles  which  appeared  in  the  public  press  during 
JanTiary  1 973  disclosing  that  many  imported  cooking  casaer-dles  contained 
higher  levels  of  toxic  metals  than  allowed  by  the  British  Standards 
Institute  for  Ceramic  Ware,  a survey  was  carried  out  in  the  Borough 
and  certain  utensils  were  submitted  to  the  Weights  and  MeasiAres  Department 
at  County  Hall  for  examination. 

The  Cooking  Utensils  (Safety)  Regulations  1972  wl:;iich  came  into 
operation  on  1st  April  1973  are  designed  to  restrict  to  an  upper  limit 
of  20  parts  in  10,000  parts  the  lead  content  of  the  tin  or  other 
metallic  coating  used  on  the  surface  of  the  utensil  designed  to  come  into 
contact  with  food. 
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.ADDITIONAL  SaMMER  POHJLITION 


The  following  figures  are  taken  from  County  Council  ’Additional 
S\iEiner  Population  Estimates’,  which  were  compiled  hy  the  District 
Public  Health  Staffs. 


Bridport  Borough  Additional  Summer 

Population  1972 


Holiday  Camp 

- 

Static  Holiday  Caravans 
(5  persons  per  caravan) 

2,250 

Transit  Caravans 

(3t  persons  per  caravan) 

105 

Bed  & Breakfast  & Sxammer  Lettings 

Hotels  & Boarding  Houses 

2,000 

Tents 

(4t  persons  per  tent) 

315 

School  Camping  Parties 

Scouts  etc. 

Estimated  additional  overnight 
population 

Registrar  Gkjneral’s  Mid  Year  Resident 
Population  Estimate  1972 

Estimated  additional  day  population 


4,670 

6,510 

n/k 
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Joint  Public  Health  Department 
West  Rivers  House 
V/est  Allington 
BEIEPORT,  Dorset 

Telephone:  Bridport  2301  DT6  5BU 


Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  for  your  consideration  and  information  my 
report  for  the  year  1972. 

Since  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  are  employed  in  an  integrated  department 
which  serves  both  the  Bridport  Borough  and  Rural  District  Councils  and 
separate  annual  reports  must  be  submitted  to  each  Authority,  this  report 
in  itself  does  not  give  a true  picture  of  all  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year.  A separate  report  in  respect  of  the  rural  area  has  been  prepared. 

The  staff  comprises  a chief,  a deputy,  one  inspector,  one  meat  inspector, 
one  student,  one  rodent  operator  and  one  clerk/typist.  Towards  the  end  of 
the  year  one  inspector  resigned  his  appointment  and  it  was  decided  not  to 
fill  the  vacancy  until  the  student  qualified.  This  subsequently  took  place. 

I must  again  express  my  appreciation  to  all  members  of  the  Council  and 
officers  for  their  support  and  extend  rsy  personal  gratitude  to  the  members 
of  my  staff. 
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HOUSING 


The  availability  of  adequate  and  suitable  housing  for  the  resident 
population  is  of  major  importance  to  the  local  authority  and  during  the* 
year  many  new  houses  have  been  constructed,  several  existing  buildings 
have  been  converted  into  single  or  several  self-contained  dwellings,  and 
numerous  existing  dwellings  have  been  modernised. 

The  Bridport  Borough  and  Bridport  Rural  District  Councils  have  continued 
their  efforts  to  provide  better  homes,  and  every  encouragement  is  given 
to  property  owners  to  improve  living  conditions.  :• 

Although  there  was  within  the  Borough  a noticeable  decrease  in  the  number 
of  applications  for  Standard  Grants  to  provide  basic,  or  rather  essential, 
modern  amenities,  there  was  a substantial  increase  in  the  number  of  : 
Improvement  Grant  applications.  Since  the  effect  of  the  latter  grant  is  to 
produce  a house  of  a higher  standard  than  that  required  for  a standard 
grant,  there  is  much  to  be  said  in  favour  of  encouraging  prospective  grant 
applicants  to  carry  out  sufficient  works  to  satisfy  the  Government's 
minimum  12-point  standard,  and  apply  for  an  Improvement  Grant, 

The  problem  of  having  too  many  unused  unfit  dwellings  within  the  area  is 
still  unsolved,  but  the  Council  has  given  the  matter  considerable  thought 
and  I am  taking  certain  action. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  dwellings  improved  or  demolished 
as  the  result  of  work  carried  out  by  the  public  health  inspectors  :- 


* 

Bridport  Borough 
Council 

Bridport  Rural 
District  Council 

Totals 

No,  of  houses  improved  with 
a Standard  Grant  and 

6 

32 

38 

amount  paid 

(£828,00) 

(£6,488,00) 

(£7,316,00) 

No,  of  houses  iirproved  with 
an  Improvement  Grant  and 

28 

46 

74 

amount  paid 

(£23,142,00) 

(£39,533.00) 

(£62,675.00) 

Totals 

34 

78 

112 

(£23,970,00) 

(£46,021,00) 

(£69,991.00) 

No,  of  houses  demolished 

7 

1 

8 
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The  following  action  was  taken  in  1972  :~ 


Clearance  Area 


St,  ^iary*9  Place 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  ultimate  re-development  of 
this  site,  which  con^rises  some  5«5  acres.  At  the  time  of  preparing  this 
report,  only  four  dwellings  remain  occupied  and  a scheme  has  been  prepared 
whereby  the  existing  21  unfit  and  8 fit  dwellings  will  be  demolished  and 
102  new  units  of  accommodation  will  be  erected  on  the  site.  It  is 
anticipated  that  the  re-development  works  will  commence  in  early  197^» 

■ * • 

Other  Areas 


(a)  Barrack  Street 

Further  repairs  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  certain  houses 
which  had  formed  the  Barrack  Street  Clearance  Area,  The  occupier  of  No.  33 
was  re-housed,  the  new  owner/occupier  carried  out  extensive  works  to  render 
the  dwelling  fit  for  human  habitation  and  the  operative  Closing  Order  was 
subsequently  determined.  Since  1968,  when  the  Department  of  the  Environment 
refused  to  confirm  the  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  relating  to  this  area, 
a great  deal  of  work  has  been  carried  out  by  property  owners  and  the 
position  is  now  as  follows 

Nos.  13,  13a,  13b,  15,  21,  25,  27/27a,  29,  33,  37  Barrack  Street  - All  works 
of  repair  and  improvement  completed. 

Nos,  2,  4,  6 Rax  Lane  - Now  demolished  and  a new  St,  John's  Ambulance 
Brigade  Headquarters  has  been  erected  on  the  site. 

Nos,  21a,  21b,  29a  Barrack  Street  - Major  works  of  reconstruction  are 
necessary  to  render  the  dwellings  fit  for  human  habitation.  One  tenant  is 
still  in  occupation  and  it  is  unlikely  that  the  work  will  be  carried  out 
until  the  owner  obtains  vacant  possession, 

(b)  Rope  Walks 

The  local  authority  has  now  completed  the  purchase  of  36  of  the  38  dwellings 
which  formed  the  area.  The  36  dwellings  have  now  been  demolished  and  a 
new  car  park  has  been  constructed  on  the  site.  The  two  remaining  dwellings 
are  known  to  be  fit  for  human  habitation. 

Demolished 

7 dwellinghouses  were  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Slum  Clearance,  compared 
with  12  in  1971. 

Rope  Walks  Nos.  20/22,  24,  26,  28/30,  42,  44 
South  Street  No.  133a * 

The  6 properties  in  Rope  Walks  were  owned  by  the  Coxmcil, 
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Displacement  of  Families  and  Persons 


The  following  shows  the  number  of  families  and  persons’ who 
during  the  year  from  unfit  dwellings 

Families 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  in  or  adjoining 


Clearance  Areas  1 

From  houses  to  be  demolished  not  in  or  . 
adjoining  Clearance  Areas  2 ; 

From  houses  to  be  closed  4 ’ r ■ 

Totals  7 (12) 


Note:  Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1971# ■ 

Closing  Orders  Revoked  - Houses  made  fit 

Priory  Lane  — Nos,  13»  19  South  Mill  Lane  — Nos 

South  Street  - No,  93c  Sunnybank  - No,  5 

Total  - 6 (2  in  1971) 

Formal  Undertakings  Cancelled  ~ Houses  made  fit 

Gundry  Lane  - No,  9 
Providence  Place  - No,  5 
Sunnybank  - No,  3 

Total  - 3 (9  in  1971)  ’ , , ■ 

Closing  Orders  made  ' 

East  Street  - No,  99 
North  Allington  --  No,  136 

St,  Andrews  Road  - No,  100  , .. 

Total  - 3 (7  in  1971) 

Closing  Orders  made  — Underground  Rooms 

Victoria  Grove  - No,  14  (2  rooms) 


Undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  House  for  Human  Habitatioi 


Providence  Place  - No,  5 


Total  - 1 (2  in  1971) 


were  rehoused 

Persons 

1 

2 

10 

13  (25) 

► 32,  36 


( 


Until  Made  Fit 
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Improvement  to  Dwellinghouses  , 

(a)  Private  Dwellings . . . ‘ 

(l)  Standard  Grants  (Note:  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1971) 


Owner/ Occupi er 

Other 

Total 

Applications  received  during  1972 

1 

(11) 

8 

(12) 

9 

(23) 

Applications  brought  forward  from 

previous  year 

-- 

2 

2 

Applications  approved 

1 

4 

(lO 

5 

(21 

Applications  refused 

- 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

- 

(-] 

Applications  withdrawn 

- 

“i 

2 

" 

2 

- 

Applications  in  hand  at  end  of  year 

- 

- 

4 

(2; 

4 

(2! 

No,  of  dwellings  improved  and  grants 

; 

paid 

k 

(11) 

2 

(14) 

6 

(25) 

Total  amount  paid  in  standard  grants  = £828.  (£6,175»50) 
Average  amoimt  paid  per  house  = £138,  (£247.02) 


No.  of  amenities  provided  within  the  6 dwellings  improved  during  the  year  : 


...  : - .. 

Owner/Occupi 

Fixed  bath  in  a bathroom 

2 

(6) 

Fixed  bath  in  a new  bathroom 

addition 

(5) 

Wash  hand  basin 

3 

(11) 

Hot  water  supply  to  bath 

2 

(11) 

Hot  water  supply  to  wash  hand 

basin 

4 

(11) 

Hot  water  supply  to  sink 

3 

(8) 

W.C. 

3 

(12) 

Sink 

1 

hi. 

Sink  and  piped  water  supply 

- 

1 

er 


Other 


Total 


(5) 


(11) 
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(2)  Improvement  Grants  (Note:  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1971) 


Owner/ Occupi er 

Other 

Total 

Applications  received  for 

(le) 

(12) 

In^rovements  during  1972 

18 

20 

38 

(22) 

Applications  for  Improvements  brought 

(1) 

(-) 

forward  from  previous  year 

- 

1 ' 

1 

(1) 

^Applications  for  Conversions  received 

(3 

during  1972 

Applications  approved 

2 

16 

6 

23 

8 

39 

Applications  refused 

Applications  withdrawn 

1 

1 

i 

2 

ii 

{-) 

(-) 

(“J 

Applications  outstanding  at  end  of 

year 

3 

3 

6 

(-) 

No,  of  dwellings  improved  and 

(14) 

grants  paid 

11 

.(7) 

17 

28 

(21) 

* One  of  these  applications  was  in  respect  of  converting  a building  into 
5 self-contained  dwellings. 

One  was  in  respect  of  converting  a building  into  2 self-contained  dwellings. 
One  was  in  respect  of  converting  1 dwelling  into  3 self-contained  dwellings. 
Two  were  in  respect  of  converting  a building  into  1 dwelling. 

Three  were  in  respect  of  converting  a building  (part)  into  1 self-contained 
dwelling. 

Total  amount  paid  in  improvement  grants  = £23)142.  (£14,079*) 

Average  amount  paid  per  house  = £826,50  (£670,43) 

With  regard  to  the  improvement  grants  paid  during  the  year  for  works  of 
conversion  :- 

1 Building  (part)  was  converted  into  1 dwelling 

1 Building  to  be  converted  into  5 self-contained  dwellings  - 2 completed 
in  year 

2 Dwellings  were  converted  into  1 dwelling, 

(3)  Special  Grants 

These  were  introduced  by  the  Housing  Act  1969»  and  apply  to  houses  in 
nultiple  occupation.  No  applications  have  been  received  by  this  Council, 

i 

The  ’’reduced  standard”  of  amenities,  as  defined  in  Section  9(4)  of  the 
Housing  Act  I969,  has  not  been  utilised, 

(b)  Council  Dwellings 

All  Council  owned  estate  dwellings  constructed  pre— 1945  have  been  provided 
with  the  standard  amenities,  i,e,  bath  in  bathroom,  wash  hand  basin, 
internal  water  closet,  sink,  and  hot  and  cold  water  supplies. 
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The  8 condemned  houses  at  20  - 34  North  Allington  have  now  been  rendered 
fit  and  all  have  been  modernised  and  allocated  to  persons  from  the  housing 
list. 

Steps  have  been  taken  to  convert  a 3 storey  property  in  South  Street  into 
2 self-contained  flats,  and  on  completion  the  flats  will  be  allocated  to 
the  occupiers  of  2 condemned  houses  in  a Clearance  Area, 

Improvement  Areas 

The  Council  has  received  and  considered  a report  on  1 potential  area 
but  no  action  is  being  taken  at  the  present  time. 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

During  the  year  one  specific  problem  of  multiple  occupation  was  drawn  to 
my  attention  and  this  concerned  the  presence  of  extensive  disrepair  in  a 
house  occupied  by  three  families,  A notice  under  the  Housing  Act  1957» 
Section  9(1A),  was  served,  but  the  owner  failed  to  comply  with  the 
requirements.  The  Council  then  carried  out  the  work  in  default  and 
recovered  the  cost  involved. 

Wherever  and  whenever  possible  discussions  took  place  with  owners  in  the 
hope  that  they  would  earnestly  consider  converting  their  multi-occupied 
dwellings  into  self-contained  units  of  accommodation.  Limited  progress 
was  made  and  I do  consider  that,  in  the  near  future,  steps  will  require 
to  be  taken  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  multiple  occupation  and  deal  with 
the  situation. 

Landlord  and  Tenant  Act  1962 

When  tenanted  dwellings  are  being  dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Acts 
the  opportunity  is  taken  to  ensure  that  private  landlords  are.' complying 
with  the  provisions  of  this  Act, 

Improvement  of  Dwellings  outside  Improvement  Areas 

Under  the  Housing  Act  1964,  the  tenant  of  a dwelling  which  lacks  one  or 
more  of  the  standard  amenities  can  make  representations  in  writing  to  the 
Council  with  a view  to  the  Council  exercising  their  powers.  Property 
owners  can  be  compelled  to  carry  out  the  improvement  works. 

Only  one  representation  was  received  during  the  year.  A Preliminary 
Notice  was  served  on  owners  and  the  work  of  providing  all  standard 
amenities  was  then  carried  out. 

Provision  of  Separate  Water  Service  Pipes 

In  1968  the  Council  delegated  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
authority  to  pay  one  half  of  the  cost  of  providing  private  dwellings  with 
separate  water  service  pipes,  subject  to  a maximum  grant  of  £15»  in  each 
case.  In  December,  the  Council  agreed  to  increase  the  maximum  grant  to 
£20,  in  each  case. 
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The  following  summarises  the 

action  which  has 

been 

taken  and 

the 

position 

as  at  31  December  1972 

1968 

1969 

1220 

im 

im 

Total 

No,  of  applications  received 
and  approved 

1 

12 

13 

13 

12 

51 

No,  of  applications  received 
and  refused 

4 

4 

No,  of  houses  provided  with 
pipes 

1 

5 

17 

11 

10 

44 

Total  amount  of  grants  paid 

Nil 

£81,39  £250.99  £159.50 

£150, 

,00  £641. 

Underground  Rooms 

Underground  rooms  are  still  in  evidence  within  the  Borough  and  appropriate 
Regulations  were  made  in  I968  to  secure  proper  standards.  The  Regulations 
have  been  of  value  and  have  been  applied  to  provide  rooms  fit  for  hvunan 
habitation. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  within  the  Borough. 

Qualification  Certificates 

(a)  Dwellings  already  provided  with  standard  amenities 

If  an  owner  considers  that  a house  satisfies  the  qualifying  conditions^  i.e, 
that  it  is  fit  for  human  habitation,  is  in  a good  state  of  repair,  and  it 
had  all  the  five  standard  amenities  prior  to  the  25  August  1969f  he  may 
apply  to  the  Council  for  a Qualification  Certificate,  If  granted,  the 
controlled  tenancy  becomes  regulated  on  the  date  the  certificate  is  issued. 


No,  of  applications  received  during  I969  = 1 

No,  of  applications  received  during  1970  = 4 

No,  of  applications  received  during  1971  = 10 

No,  of  applications  received  during  1972  = 13 

No,  of  applications  approved  and 

Certificates  issued  in  1972  = 7* 

No,  of  Certificates  issued  from  25/8/69 

to  31/12/72  = 14 


♦ One  Certificate  was  issued  in  respect  of  a dwelling  having  a rateable 
value  in  excess  of  £60, 

6 Certificates  were  in  respect  of  dwellings  having  rateable  values 
of  less  than  £40, 
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(b)  Dwellings  to  be  provided  with  standard  amenities 

If  a house,  occupied  by  a controlled  tenant,  lacks  any  of  the  standard 
amenities,  the  owner  can  apply  to  the  Council  for  a Provisional  Certificate 
and  submit  his  proposals  to  provide  the  dwelling  with  the  missing  standard 
amenities  and  to  comply  with  the  qualifying  conditions.  The  Qualification 
Certificate  is  issued  upon  the  satisfactory  completion  of  the  work  and  the 
tenancy  becomes  regulated  from  the  date  the  Certificate  is  issued. 

No,  of  applications  received  during  1969-1971  = Nil 
No,  of  applications  received  during  1972  = 6 

No,  of  applications  approved  and  Provisional 

Certificates  issued  in  1972  = 6 

Difficulties  have  been  experienced  by  some  landlords  in  determining  Aether 
their  tenancies  are  ’’controlled”  or  ’’regulated”  and  in  several  instances 
they  have  followed,  unwittingly,  the  wrong  procedure.  In  every  case  the 
public  health  inspector  checks  the  accuracy  of  the  information  given  on 
each  form  of  application  when  he  is  carrying  out  the  inspection  of  the 


property. 


FOOD  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  1970 

There  are  243  food  premises  in  the  district,  as  follows 


Food  Premises 


Number 


Retail  Bakers 

Bakehouses 

Butchers 

Catering  Premises 

Fishmongers 

Greengrocers 

Grocers 

Ice  Cream 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

Confectioners 

Dairies  and  Milk  Suppliers 

Public  Houses 

Poulterers 

Jam  Factory 

Mobile  Grocers 

School  Canteens 

Works  Canteens 

Kiosks 

Brewery 

Registered  Clubs 
Street  Markets 
Hospital  Kitchens 
Supermarkets 


12 

7 

9 

22 

3 

7 

25 

72 

3 

12 

4 
34 

2 

1 

2 

2 

6 

10 

1 

3 

1 

2 


3 total 


243 
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Food  freniises  registered  imder  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  (Sec>  -M 


Manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  1 
Storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream  76 
Preparation  or  manufacture  of  Sausages  or 

Potted,  Pressed  or  Pickled  food  9 
Cooked  Fish  4 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  P.egulations  1970 

Routine  visits  were  made  to  food  premises  to  ascertain  the  standard  of 
hygiene  and  to  advise  on  the  safe  preparation,  storage,  distribution  and 
sale  of  food.  Due  to  staff  shortages,  the  Department  was  unable  to  devote 
the  requisite  amount  of  time  to  this  very  important  aspect  of  our  work, 
but  generally  speaking  the  persons  who  carry  on  food  businesses  maintain 
good  standards. 

Food  Hygiene  (Markets.  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles)  Regulations  1966 

No  serious  contraventions  of  these  Regulations  were  noted  during  the  year. 
The  number  of  stalls  offering  food  for  sale  on  market  days  (Saturdays  and 
Wednesdays)  is  quite  small  and  the  main  foodstuffs  are  fruit  and  vegetables. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough,  but  the  Department  maintained 
a 100^  meat  inspection  service  at  the  one  privately  owned  slaughterhouse 
at  Bradpole  in  the  Bridport  Rural  District  area. 


Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  in  this  district,  but 
during  the  year,  in  the  absence  of  their  Public  Health  Inspector,  the 
Department  assisted  Beaminster  R,D,C,  and  carried  out  poultry  inspection 
at  an  establishment  in  Salwayash. 

Food  Supply  - 9 complaints 


The  following  is  a synopsis  of  food  complaints  referred  to  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  dealt  with  during  1972, 


Complaint 

1,  Foreign  matter  in  5 pints  of 
milk 

2.  Wasp  in  canned  loganberries 


Action  Taken 

This  was  the  morning  delivery  to  a 
local  household.  Investigated 
complaint  at  dairy.  Defective  filter 
gauze  at  plant  renewed. 

The  can  was  purchased  some  two  months 
prior  to  being  opened.  Advised 
retailers  and  canners. 
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3.  Canned  prunes  - defective  can  Contents  of  can  found  to  be  in  sound 

condition.  Suppliers  subsequently 
improved  packaging  to  protect  canned 
goods  from  damage  in  transit  to 
retailers. 


4,  Foreign  matter  in  marmalade 


5.  Canned  pioines  - out  of 
condition 


6.  Glass  in  canned  tuna 


7.  Discolouration  of  canned 
corned  beef, 

8,  Foreign  matter  in  low  fat 
spread 


9,  Caterpillar  in  canned  beans 


Condemnation  of  Food 


This  appeared  to  be  dirt  or  grease 
adhering  to  the  inside  of  the  jar. 
Closer  examination  revealed  that 
there  was  a fault  within  the  glass 
of  the  jar  and  that  it  in  no  way 
affected  the  marmalade.  Manufacturers 
of  glass  jars  advised. 

This  was  found  to  have  been  due  to 
a damaged  can,  the  loss  of  syrup 
and  the  admission  of  air  at  the 
canning  stage  of  production. 

Improved  inspection  of  filled  cans 
implemented  by  canners. 

This  was  found  to  be  particles  of 
struvite.  These  are  harmless  and 
do  not  affect  the  quality  of  the  fish. 
Retailer  advised. 

On  examination  this  was  found  to  he 
charred  meat.  No  action  necessary. 

Bacteriological  examination  revealed 
that  this  was  a fungus.  No  means  of 
identifying  origin.  This  was  an 
isolated  case. 

Investigations  carried  out  by 
retailers  and  canners.  Letters  of 
warning  senti  " 


The  following  foodstuffs,  including  the  contents  of  six  frozen  food 
cabinets,  were  surrendered  voluntarily  by  local  traders  and  were  disposed 
of  as  being  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Certificates  of  condemnation 
were  issued  in  each  case. 


Cwts,  lbs,  ozs. 


Meat  at  retail  shops 

— 

68 

— 

Fish  (Fresh) 

2 

- 

- 

Canned  Meat  , 

— 

37 

12 

Other  Canned  Foods 

1 

16 

3 

Frozen  Foods 

17 

— 

— 

Other  Foods 

- 

26 

2 

21 

36 

1 
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Canned  Meat 


Country  of  Origin 

Argentine 
Australia 
Denmark 
England 
New  Zealand 


12  lbs. 

6 lbs, 

13  lbs. 

6 lbs.  6 ozs. 

6 ozs. 


Total 


37  lbs,  12  ozs. 


Number  of  visits  = 17 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

All  properties  with  the  exception  of  two  dwellings  have  mains  water 
available  from  the  Dorset  Water  Board,  No  complaints  were  received  and 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  mains  supply  are  satisfactory.  Routine 
samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  wells  serving  the  two  dwellings  and 
whereas  the  water  in  one  well  is  bacteriologically  excellent  in  quality, 
the  water  in  the  other  well  varies  in  quality  from  time  to  time.  The 
owner  is  advised  on  the  action  to  take. 

The  exact  number  of  properties  served  by  an  external  standpipe  is  unknown, 
but  steps  have  been  taken  to  locate  the  properties  and  to  ensure  that 
each  is  provided  with  an  internal  supply, 

10  dwellings  were  provided  with  a separate  water  service  pipe  during  1972, 

DRAINACai 

No  serious  problems  arose  during  the  year,  and  since  the  submarine 
outfall  pipe  at  West  Bay  was  commissioned  the  beaches  have  been  free  from 
fouling  by  crude  sewage. 

Approximately  32  properties  are  still  connected  to  septic  tanks,  but  none 
of  these  tanks  gave  rise  to  public  health  nuisances. 


CLEAN  air 

During  the  year  the  8-port  pollution  equipment  and  the  Ericsson  European 
Survey  Equipment  continued  in  operation,  the  former  equipment  having  been 
in  use  for  8 years  and  the  latter  for  4 years.  Results  show  that  the 
average  daily  concentration  of  smoke  for  the  whole  of  1972  was  3*93  micro- 
grammes  per  cu.  metre  - a decrease  on  the  1971  figure.  The  highest 
concentration  of  smoke  occurred  in  September  (7»1  m/gms,  per  cu.  metre 
per  day)  and  the  lowest  in  June  (0,5  m/gms,  per  cu,  metre  per  day). 
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The  sulphur  dioxide  (SOg)  concentration  for  the  year  was  23.7  m/gms, 
per  cu.  metre  - an  increase  on  that  recorded  last  year.  The  highest 
concentration  of  SO^  was  recorded  in  October  (38.8  m/gms.  per  cu.  metre 
per  day)  and  the  lowest  in  Jvme  (l5.1  m/gms.  per  cu.  metre  per  day). 

The  maximum  temperature  was  recorded  in  June  and  July  (3^  C)  and  the 
minimum  temperature  (-2  C)  oceurred  in  January  and  November.  Rainfall 
for  the  year  totalled  9^9.^  nun.  The  driest  month  was  July  (25.25  mm), 
whilst  the  wettest  month  was  February  (142,25  ram). 

No  smoke  control  areas  have  been  declared  by  the  Council,  but  in  dealing 
with  properties  under  the  Housing  Acts  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  have 
taken  every  opportunity  to  ensure  that  disused  or  unsuitable  fireplaces 
have  been  removed  or  replaced  by  approved  appliances  capable  of  burning 
smokeless  fuels. 


FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

During  the  year,  following  notification  from  H.M,  Inspector  of  Factories, 
one  mechanical  factory  was  deleted  from  the  register  kept  by  the  Council 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 

FACTORIES  ON  THE  COUNCIL* S REGISTER  AND  DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 


Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(l)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

(2)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  in  which 

Section  7 is  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

66 

37 

(3)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authorities 
(excluding  outworkers* 
premises) 

’ 

TOTAL 

66 

37 



- 

- 
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FACTORIES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WEEIE  FOUND 


Referred 

Number  of  cases 
in  which 

Fovmd 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 

By  H.M. 

prosecutions 

Inspector 

Inspector 

were  instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

_ 

Overcrowding 

Unreasonable 

— 

• A 

- 

- 

- 

temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

» « 

•w 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  ■ - 

Sanitary 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Conveniences 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

5 

4 

(c)  Not  separate 

for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

r* 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
not  including 
offences  relating 

- 

- 

- 

— 

to  outworkers 

TOTAL 

3 

4 

1 

1 

OUTWORK 


Nature 

of 

work 

— 

No.  of 
out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required  by 
Sec.  133 
(l)(c) 



No*  of 
coses  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to 
the 

Coiuicil 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

1 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
un— wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecutions 

Nets 

• 

other 

than 

wire 

nets 

142 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

142 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

31 


OFFICES  ♦ SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963 

All  knovn  premises  coming  within  the  scope  of  this  Act  have  been  inspected 
and  routine  visits  have  continued  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  standards 
have  been  maintained.  Action  was  taken  where  defects  were  found. 

One  accident  involving  a young  female  shop  employee  was  notified.  No 
investigation  was  necessary. 

The  following  are  the  prescribed  particulars  to  be  included  in  the 
annual  report  vinder  Section  60  of  the  Act 


- 

No,  of  premises 
registered  during 

1972 

No,  of  premises 
registered  at 
the  end  of 

No,  of 

registered 

premises 

receiving 

a general 

inspection 

1971  1972 

1971  19.72 

Offices 

2 

42  44 

4 4 

Retail  Shops 

2 

90  92 

16  10 

Wholesale  Shops/Warehouses 

- 

3 3 

- - 

Catering  Establishments 

1 

17  18 

3 4 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

- 

1 1 

— — 

TOTAL 

' 5 

153  158 

23  18 

- ■ - - - _ _ 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Preimses 

as  at  31st  December 

Class 

of  work  place 

No,  of 

persons 

■ im 

1222 

Offices 

284 

293 

Retail  Shops 

528 

. 532 

Wholesale  Departments 

40 

40 

Catering  Premises 

120./ 

146 

Canteens 

>- 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

2 

2 

■ ' : 

TOTAL 

974 

1013 

Total 

males 

398 

414 

Total 

females 

576 

599 

3.2 


PET  ANIMALS  ACT  1951 


Two  premises  are  licensed  as  pet  shops  within  the  Borough, 


CARAVAN  AND  CAMPING  SITES 

The  Borough  Council  owns  an  18  acre  site  at  West  Bay  and  this  can 
accommodate  450  caravans  and  70  tents  during  the  camping  season  1 April 
to  30  September,  The  site  is  provided  with  main  drainage  and  mains  water 
supply,  and  is  equipped  with  toilet  blocks,  wash  basins,  showers,  and 
laundry  facilities.  An  additional  shower  block  was  completed  during  the 
year,  A full-time  Camp  Field  Supervi  or  and  2 part-time  assistants  are 
employed,  ‘‘ 

No  problems  arose  in  regard  to  the  unauthorised  use  of  land  for  caravans 
or  camping  purposes.  Such  problems  are  more  commonly  associated  with 
rural  consnunities, 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT  I960 

Noise  is  regarded  as  a major  environmental  pollutant  and  it  can  cause 
mental  and  physical  stress.  During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Department 
received  5 complaints  - 2 within  the  Borough  and  3 within  the  Rural 
District.  The  following  is  a synopsis  of  the  5 complaints  ' 

Bridport  Borough  Council 

Complaint 

1,  Noise  and  vibration  from 
water  pipe 


2,  Late  night  use  of  power 
tools 

Bridport  Rural  District  Council 

3,  Noisy  motor  at  Sewage  Works  No  nuisance  established. 

No  action  taken, 

4,  Motor  Cycle  Scrambling  This  was  taking  place  on  a hillside 

during  certain  weekends  and  holiday 
periods  and  the  noise  was  sporadic, 

A nuisance  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Noise  Abatement  Act  was  not  established. 
Informal  steps  were  taken  to  overcome 
the  problem. 


' ' Action  Taken 

This  occurred  within  a dwelling  and 
investigations  revealed  that  it  was 
caused  by  refrigeration  equipment 
in  nearby  premises.  The  equipment 
was  modified  and  isolated  from  the 
coimnunal  water  pipe.  This  resolved 
the  problem. 

This  occurred  at  a dwellinghouse. 

No  action  necessary. 
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5»  Noisy  oil-fired  domestic  Investigations  revealed  that  the  noise 

boiler  was  caused  when  the  pressure  jet  oil 

burner  came  into  operation.  The  noise 
was  being  carried  up  the  chimney  into 
the  atmosphere  to  the  annoyance  of  a 
neighbour.  Informal  steps  were  being 
taken  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  an 
effort  to  resolve  the  alleged  nuisance. 


SCRAP  METAL  DEALERS  ACT  1964 

Two  persons  are  registered  by  the .Council  as  dealers  in  Scrap  Metals, 
One  of  these  is  an  itinerant  collector. 


FOULING  OF  FOOTPAras'  BY  DOGS 

f 

There  is  a Council  Byelaw  in  regard  to  this  and  there  is  a maximum  penalty 
of  £20,  Complaints  in  general  terms  have  been  received,  but  it  was  not 
possible  to  take  any  court  proceedings. 


RODENT  COrmiOL  AND  ERADICATION  OF  VERIvjlN  ' . 

One  full-time  rodent  operator  is  employed  by  the  Bridport  Borough  and 
Rural  District  Councils  and  he  has  the  use  of  a fully  equipped  vehicle. 

The  total  number  of  complaints  received  and  dealt  with  has  remained  fairly 
constant  when  compared  with  recent  years,  and  this  is  a satisfactory 
situation  when  one  considers  that  the  total  number  of  properties  in  the 
district  has,  in  the  past  year,  increased  by  89,  The  number  of  complaints 
received  in  respect  of  pests  other  than  rats  or  mice  was  only  31  compared 
with  48  in  1971*  The  public  sewers  were  treated  in  April  and  September 
and  although  rat  infestations., were  found  these  were  successfully  dealt  with. 

The  rodent  control  service  is  free  to  the  occupiers  of  dwellinghouses , but 
in  the  case  of  business  premises  which  are  not  the  subject  of  rodent 
control  contracts  a charge  is  made  at  the  rate  of  £1,25  per  hour,  which  is 
inclusive  of  labour  and  material,  A total  of  51  visits  were  made  to  the 
premises  which  are  the  subject  of  contracts. 

The  following  table  is  the  content  of  the  annual  return  submitted  to  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  :- 
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TYPE  OF  PROPEETY 

N(»I- 

' ■ 

ACailCULTURAL 

AGRICULTURAL 

1.  Number  of  properties* in  the 

district 

3661 

— 

2.  a)  Total  number  of  properties 

(including' nearby  premises)’ 

' 

inspected  following  • 
notification 

• 64  ’ 

- 

b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  rats 

62 

(ii)  mice 

2 

- 

3«  a)  Total  number  of  properties 
inspected  for  rats  and/or 
mice  for  reasons  other  than 

notification 

96 

- 

b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  rats  . 

4 

(ii)  mice 

2 

— 

1 t 

316  visits  were  made  to  clear  the  62  notified  rat  infestations.  The 
occupiers  of  7 business  premises  were  re-charged  for  services  rendered. 

21  visits  were  made  to  clear  the  4 mice  infestations, 

-.1 

15  visits  were  made  to  clear  the  4 rat  infestations. 

In  addition  the  rodent  operator  dealt  with  the  following  infestations 


Ants 

1 complaints 

Moles 

10 

complaints 

Beetles 

1 ” 

Wasps 

14 

n 

Cockroaches 

1 « 

Flies 

3 " 

Total 

31 

complaints 

Mites  (Scabies) 

1 •' 

POISONOUS  BEANS 


In  June  15  persons  lodged  with  the  Department  I6  necklaces  and  15  individual 
specimens  of  beads,  requesting  information  as  to  whether  any  of  the  items 
were  the  poisonous  beans  known  as  "Abrus  Precatorius".  6 of  the  necklaces 
were  identified  as  Abrus  and  1 other  necklace  comprised  beans  of  Castor  — 
an  equally  poisonous  fruit.  These  were  destroyed  and  the  others  were 
returned  to  the  owners. 
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SHOPS  ACTS  1950  - 1965 


The  recognised  Early  Closing  Day  in  the  Borough  is  Thursday,  but  a few 
shopkeepers  have,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Shops  (Early  Closing  Days) 

Act  1965 > selected  another  day.  Between  the  1st  day  of  June  and  30th  day 
of  September  in  each  year  shops  at  West  Bay  can  remain  open  on  their 
Early  Closing  Day,  These  shops  nay  also  remain  open  for  the  purpose  of 
serving  customers  until  8 p,m,  on  Easter  Sunday,  Whit  Sunday  and  the 
following  16  Sundays  in  each  year,  but  they  may  only  sell  certain  specified 
' articles. 

One  shopkeeper  was  prosecuted  during  the  year  for  having  his  shop  open 
for  the  purpose  of  serving  customers  after  9»30  p,m,  on  a week  day.  He 
pleaded  guilty  and  was  fined  £2. 

BATHING  FACILITIES 


There  is  no  public  swimming  pool  but  there  is  a children's  paddling  pool 
situated  in  the  St,  Mary's  Playing  Field,'  The  pool  is  emptied,  cleaned 
and  re-filled  regularly  and  the  water  is  chlorinated  manually, 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  Council  operates  a weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  and  the  tip, 
which  is  shared  with  the  Bridport  Rural  District  Council,  is  situated  at 
Bothenhampton, 

Under  the  Public  Health  Act  1936  trade  refuse  is  collected  and  reasonable 
charges  are  made  for  the  service.  The  occupiers  of  72  premises  are 
participating  in  this  scheme. 

No  particular  problems  were  referred  to  the  Public  Health  Department 
during  the  year,  • ' 
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Section  I - Staff 

Name  of  Officer 

£•  E.  Hodgson 

J.  C . Angus 


TABLE  A 
Appointment 

Medical  Officer 
of  Health 

Appointed 

1.2.72 


Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector 


Qualifications  and 

appointments  held 

M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.F.C.M 
D.P.H.}  M.O.H.  for 
County  Districts  of 
Beaminster,  Bridport 
Dorchester  and  Lyme 
Regis. 

Senior  M.O.  Dorset 
County  Council. 

F.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
C.P.H.l.  Bridport 
Borough  and  Rural 
District  Councils. 


Address  and  telephone  number  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 


Office  - The  Colliton  Clinic,  Clyde  Path  Road,  Dorchester. 
Telephone:  Dorchester  3131 

Home  - Whatley,  20  Newtown,  Beaminster,  Dorset. 
Telephone:  Beaminster  328 


Section  II  - Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  district  during 

the  year 


TABLE  B 


Ships  from 

Number 

Tonnage 

Number  Inspected 

Number  of  ships 
reported  as 
having  had  during 
the  voyage 
infectious 
disease  on 
board 

By  the  By  the 

M.O.H.  P.H.I. 

Foreign  Ports 
Coastwise 

13 

2 

2242 

338 

0 6 

0 0 

0 

0 

T0TA15 

15 

2580 

0 6 

0 
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Section  III  - Character  of  shipping  and  trade  during  the  year 


TABLE  C 


Passenger  Traffic  - Nil 

Cargo  Traffic  - Imports,  13  ships  imported  timber 

Exports,  1 ship  loaded  gravel. 

Principal  Ports  from  which  ships  arrive  are  in  Sweden,  Finland 


and  Belgium. 

Section  TV  - Inland  Barge  Traffic 

Nil 

Section  V - Water  Supply 

No  change 

Section  VI  - Public  Health  (Ships)  Regulations  1970  - No  change 

Section  VII  - Smallpox 

(1)  Name  of  Isolation  Hospital  to  which  Smallpox  cases  are 
sent  from  this  district  : 

Weyhill  Hospital,  Andover,  (Telephone:  Weyhill  214) 

(2)  Arrangements  for  transport  of  such  cases  to  that  hospital  : 

Dorset  County  ilmbulance  Service 

(3)  Names  of  Smallpox  Consultants  available  ; 

Dr,  E,  J,  Gordon  Wallace,  The  Health  Centre,  Westham  Hoad, 
Weymouth,  Dorset, 

Dr.  C.  Hollins,  44  >iaiden  Castle  Road,  Dorchester,  Dorset, 

(4)  Facilities  of  Laboratory  diagnosis  of  Smallpox  : 

Suspected  material  is  sent  to  - Virus  Reference 
Laboratory,  Central  Public  Health  Laboratory, 

Colindale  Avenue,  London,  N.W,9*  Telephone  01-205-7041 
or  the  Bristol  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

Telephone  0272-21326. 

Section  VIII  - Venereal  Disease  • • • > 


Patients  can  be  seen  at  the  V.D,  Clinic,  Dorset  County  Hospital, 

Hales  and  Females,  Thursday  11.00  a.m, ; also  at  Portwey  Hospital, 

Males  and  Females,  Thursday  5«00  p.m, , by  appointment. 

In-patient  accoasnodation  is  provided  for  at  the  Westhaven  Hospital, 

Radipole  Lane,  Weymouth,  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  gives  the 
appropriate  information  to  persons  concerned  regarding  treatment  facilities, 
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Section  IX  ~ Cases  of  notifiable  and  other  infectious  diseases 

on  ships  - • ’ ' ‘ 


TA3LB  D 


Category 

Disease 

Number  of  cases 
during  the  year 

Number  of 

ships 

Concerned 

Passengers 

Crew 

Cases  landed  from  ships 
from  foreign  ports 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil  ' ' 

Cases  which  have  occurred 

on  ships  from  foreign 
ports  but  have  been 

disposed  of  before 
arrival 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cases  landed  from 
other  ships 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAI^ 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Section  X - Observation  of  the  occurrence  of  malaria  in  ships  - Nil 

Section  XI  - Measures  taken  against  ships  infected  with  or 

suspected  for  Plague  — Nil 

Section  XII  - Measures  against  rodents  in  ships  from  foreign  ports 

(1)  Routine  inspections  in  ships  from  foreign  ports  are  made. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  the ‘bacteriological  or  pathological- 
examination  of  rodents  are  made  with  the  County  Laboratory, 
Dorchester,  No  rats  were  sent  during  the  year, 

-Table  e 

Rodents  destroyed  during  the  year  in  ships  from  foreign  ports  : 


Category 

Number 

SX<Xcl:C  I*€l^S  •••  •••  ••• 

• • • 

...  Nil 

Brown  rats  

• • • 

...  Nil' 

Species  not  known 

<•  • • 

...  Nil 

Sent  for  examination  . , • 

• • • 

...  Nil 

Infected  with  plague  .,, 

• • • 

...  Nil 

40 


TABLE  F 


Dcratting  Certificates  and  Deratting  Exemption  Certificates 
issued  during  the  year  for  ships  from  foreign  ports. 


No.  of 
after  ] 

1 

H.C.N. 

Deratting  Certificates  issued 
fumigation  with  : 

5 

Total 

6 

Number  of 

Deratting 

Exemption 

Certificates 

issued 

7 

Total 

Certificates 

issued 

2 

Other 

fumigant 

(state 

Method) 

3 

After 

Trapping 

4 

After 

Poisoning 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

■ 

Section  XIII  - Inspection  of  ships  for  nuisances 

TABLE  G 


Inspection  and  Notices 


Nature  and  number 
of  inspections 

Notices 

served 

Result  of 

Statutory  Notices 

Other  Notices 

Serving 

Notices 

Foreign  7 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Coastwise  1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAI^  8 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Section  XIV  - Public  Health  (Shell-Fish)  Regulations  1934  and  1948 

No  Change 

Section  XV  - Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens  - No  change 
Section  XVI  - Miscellaneous  - No  change 
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